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Introduction

The first sitting of this specification for Pearson Edexcel International GCSE Geography took 
place in 2019. Due to the pandemic, there were only small entries for this exam in 2020 and 
2021. This Examiner’s report is intended to provide an insight into performance on Paper 1 
Physical Geography, in particular, analysing the majority of questions in terms of what went 
well and where common mistakes and underperformance were evident.

This paper consists of two sections from which candidates answer two 25-mark questions 
from Section A and one 12-mark question from Section B. This year the total mark for this 
paper was 62, as there were only questions focused on unfamiliar fieldwork contexts in 
Section B resulting in less marks awarded in the fieldwork section. However, the length of 
time for the exam remained the same.

The exam includes multiple-choice questions, short, open response, calculations and 
extended response questions. The exam command words which are used in the paper are 
defined in the specification. Each of the questions is mapped to one or more of the 
Assessment Objectives (AOs).

In Section A, River Environments, Coastal Environments and Hazardous Environments are 
covered. Candidates are required to select two out of three questions.

In Section B, candidates choose one out of three fieldwork related questions relating to River 
Environments, Coastal Environments and Hazardous Environments.

It is important that candidates focus on the requirements for each command word and the 
Assessment Objective (AO) distribution, particularly for the longer response 8-mark 
questions, to ensure they access the full range of marks available.
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Question 1 (b)(ii)

In this question, candidates are required to identify one transfer within the hydrological cycle. 

For these low tariff questions, candidates need to ensure that they have a clear 
understanding of key words and what they relate too.

This response gives a store in the hydrological cycle rather than a 
transfer.

0 marks

This response shows a correct transfer in the hydrological cycle.

1 mark
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Question 1 (c)

This question required candidates to explain how solution (corrosion) erodes the river 
channel.

Some candidates mixed up solution for abrasion or attrition and so were awarded zero 
marks.

Many candidates scored one mark for correctly stating the idea that material is dissolved, but 
often went on to state that this was due to corrosion. As this is in the question, it could not 
be credited for the second mark. The responses awarded two marks correctly explained that 
acid causes the material to be dissolved or that it was a result of water flowing past.
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Question 1 (d)

This question required candidates to use Figure 1a, which showed details of flood 
preventions measures in York, to explain an advantage and disadvantage of the measures 
shown.

The credit for these type of 'explain' questions comes from correctly identifying an 
advantage/disadvantage from a strategy shown in the resource (AO3) and then developing 
this to explain its impact (AO2).

Candidates were not awarded for just lifting a strategy written in the resource. The 
‘advantage’ part of this question was answered less well than the ‘disadvantage’ part of the 
question as many candidates only directly lifted the text 'protects 56 homes and businesses 
from flooding'. The ‘disadvantage’ part of the question was answered well with many 
candidates using the idea of '14 trees are removed' and developing to identify the impact on 
rates of infiltration/surface runoff and developed this to link to increasing flood risk.
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The advantage clearly uses evidence from the resource, but develops 
this idea to explain that this saves jobs of people working in the 
businesses.

The disadvantage also uses the resource to gain the AO3 credit – 'use 
hard engineering which don't look natural' – and develops this for the 
AO2 credit – 'which may reduce tourists that visit'.

4 marks
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The advantage gains the full two marks: for the AO3 – 'hard 
engineering is more effective' and for the AO2 – 'as it lasts longer than 
soft engineering'

The disadvantage also gains the full two marks: for AO3 – 'trees must 
be removed which destroys habitats' and for the AO2 – 'which may 
decrease biodiversity in the area'.

4 marks
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Question 1 (e)

Candidates were asked to explain the influence of urban land use on river regimes.

Generally, this question was answered well with many candidates awarded full marks. 
However, a number of candidates were confused by the term ‘river regime’ and instead 
explained the impact of pollution (often agricultural) on water quality in a river. Another 
misconception was candidates understanding of the term ‘urban land use’ as a few 
candidates responded using arable land use examples.

It is important to ensure candidates have a clear knowledge of geographical terminology to 
avoid misinterpreting the question.

This response clearly explains the influence of urban land use on the 
discharge of a river.

3 marks
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This response also explains the influence of urban land use on a river 
regime including the detail about how urban drainage can also 
influence discharge.

3 marks

 
Question 1 (f)

The majority of candidates were able to identify peak rainfall as the feature labelled on the 
hydrograph.
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Question 1 (g)

This question required candidates to explain how erosion forms a waterfall.

Generally, the majority of candidates were able to score some marks on this question. 
Candidates who scored 3 or 4 marks tended to use more specific geographical terminology 
and were able to explain a sequence of events. A few candidates explained the formation of 
a meander rather than a waterfall, which were awarded zero marks. In some instances, 
diagrams were used to good effect to show more clearly what was explained in the written 
response.
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This response shows how to achieve full marks using an annotated 
diagram.

There is clear detail about the different types of rock: undercutting, 
collapsing overhand and retreat upstream.

4 marks

Annotated diagrams are as effective in achieving full marks as purely 
written answers.
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This response clearly explains the sequence involved in waterfall 
formation.

They explain the role of different rock types, the formation of an 
overhang and detail about the specific type of erosion that creates the 
plunge pool and the fact the overhang collapses.

4 marks
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Question 1 (h)

In these 8-mark extended writing questions, candidates are required to blend their use of the 
resource (AO4) with their own knowledge and understanding of the issue presented (AO3). 
Therefore, they are not case study questions, rather they require the candidates to apply 
their geographical understanding to the context shown in the resource.

Many candidates clearly used the resource to describe the issues created as a result of this 
dam being built. Although, there were some common misconceptions about the Nile flowing 
North to South and therefore Egypt having control over the water rather than Ethiopia. Some 
responses were less focused on supply and demand.

To access the higher marks candidates need to go beyond simply describing what is shown in 
the resource, but provide several clear developed reasons for the importance of this dam on 
water supply and demand. The command word ‘analyse’ needs to be addressed to achieve 
full marks and many candidates found this challenging as there was often minimal 
judgement demonstrated in candidate responses.
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Although this response is not perfect, it is detailed enough for a Level 3 
response.

The candidate has clear evidence of engaging with the resource (AO4) 
and clearly demonstrates their understanding of the issue (AO3). 
Although they use China as an example, it is used to support their 
argument about the dam shown in the resource and therefore, is 
creditable for AO3.

There is use of 'analyse' throughout their answer with terminology like 
'however', 'good way', 'therefore', 'furthermore'. This candidate also 
links the issue to drought and flooding which further supports the 
ideas linked to water supply. The ideas linked to food supply (fishing 
and crops) are implicitly linked to water demand and they have the 
idea linked to HEP at the end which is relevant AO4, but less focused 
on supply and demand.
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Question 2 (b)(ii)

In this question, candidates were required to state a type of transport that occurs along the 
coast.

Candidates have a clear knowledge of different transport processes with a high proportion of 
candidates gaining credit. A very few candidates stated a type of erosion rather than 
transport.

'Waves' was not credited as a correct transport process.

0 marks

Mass movement is not a correct transport process.

0 marks
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Longshore drift was the most commonly named transport process.

1 mark
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Question 2 (c)

In this question, candidates were required to explain one way to reduce the impact of coastal 
flooding.

Candidates were awarded for explaining a strategy that reduces the impact of a coastal flood, 
including points linked to soft engineering, as well as points linked to hard engineering 
preventing coastal flooding which leads to there being no impacts as no flood occurs.

The majority of candidates were awarded the full two marks on this question.

This is an example of how hard engineering was credited as a way to 
reduce the impact of coastal flooding.

2 marks
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This is an example of how candidates used the idea of forecasting to 
help reduce damage.

2 marks

This candidate explained the role of building design to reduce the 
impact of coastal flooding.
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Question 2 (d)

This question required candidates to use Figure 2a, which showed details of coastal 
management strategies for a coastline in South West Spain, to explain two reasons why there 
may be conflict over the coastal management strategies chosen.

The credit for this type of 'explain' question comes from correctly identifying a possible 
conflict from the information given in the resource (AO3) and then developing this to explain 
why this causes conflict (AO2). Candidates were not awarded for just lifting a strategy written 
in the resource.

Candidates, on the whole, understood the idea of conflict and used examples of coastal 
management shown in the resource. The better responses used a specific conflict between 
locations or explained potential conflict between two interested parties within the same 
location. A few candidates were less clear on the idea of conflict and gave simple advantages 
and disadvantages of the strategies shown in the resource which often limited responses as 
conflict was implied rather than explicit.

This candidate has given two conflicts relating to different interested 
parties within the same location.

Demonstrating clear AO3 and AO2 – 4 marks
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This response has clear AO3 credit with specific links to the resource. 
In the first answer, the conflict is more implied but still worth two 
marks – 'business owners may feel neglected' (1) because there are no 
strategies which puts their business at risk (1).

The second conflict is clear as they explain the views to two groups 
tourists and residents.

4 marks
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Question 2 (e)

Candidates were required to explain one way climate change may affect coastal 
environments. This could be linked to coastline flooding and erosion as well as other coastal 
environments such as coral reefs and mangroves. In this question, candidates are required to 
focus on one idea and develop it in detail to access the 3 marks available.

The majority of candidates achieved full marks, clearly explaining the impact of climate 
change.

This response has a clear explanation of one way climate change may 
affect the coastal environment.

3 marks

24International GCSE Geography 4GE1 01



This candidate has achieved 3 marks by explaining the impact climate 
change will have on coral reef ecosystems.

 
Question 2 (f)

The majority of candidates correctly identified the type of wave shown.
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Question 2 (g)

This question required candidates to explain the formation of a cave.

Generally, the majority of candidates were able to score some marks on this question. 
Candidates who scored 3 or 4 marks tended to use more specific geographical terminology 
and were able to explain a sequence of events. However, some candidates confused the 
formation of a cave with headland and bay formation and also the formation of wave-cut 
notches.

A number of candidates supported their written answers well with diagrams and explained 
the specific types of erosion/weathering predominantly responsible at different stages of the 
formation process.

This candidate clearly explains the types of erosion responsible for the 
formation of the crack (1). They go on to explain the idea of erosion 
occurring over time/repetition (1) and the impact of freeze-thaw 
weathering (1) leading to the crack widening (to form a cave) (1).

4 marks
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Question 2 (h)

In these 8-mark extended writing questions, candidates are required to blend their use of the 
resource (AO4) with their own knowledge and understanding of the issue presented (AO3). 
Therefore they are not case study questions, rather they require the candidates to apply their 
geographical understanding to the context shown in the resource.

In this instance, candidates were required to analyse the importance of managing the threats 
to coral reef ecosystems. There was a tendency for candidates to describe each threat, 
shown in the resource separately, which meant their responses became very repetitive and 
often were not focused on why it is important to manage these threats. The better responses 
grouped the threats together, which meant they could spend more time on the 'importance' 
element of the question. A few candidates directly lifted the threats from the resource with 
no additional detail and these were awarded zero marks.

The command word ‘analyse’ needs to be addressed to achieve full marks and many 
candidates found this challenging as there was often minimal judgement demonstrated in 
candidate responses.
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This is a low Level 2 response – 4 marks.

The candidate has worked through the threats presented in the 
resource and described the impact they may have in a very basic way – 
'lead to coral dying and being destroyed' – in a couple of places.

Although, this candidate attempts to show judgement, their 
interpretation of the numbering in the figure is incorrect as the threats 
are not ranked. This response misses the main focus of the question 
where they are required to analyse the importance of managing the 
threats as opposed to ranking the threats themselves.
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This is a top Level 2 response – 6 marks.

This candidate works through some of the threats shown in the 
resource correctly to gain AO4 credit and builds on these to explain 
why they cause harm to the coral reef ecosystem and therefore need 
to be managed for AO3 credit. There are several reasons given linking 
to photosynthesis, biodiversity and coral bleaching.
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This is a Level 3 – 8 mark response.

This candidate works through a range of threats shown in the resource 
for strong AO4 credit and explains a range of impacts this can have on 
coral reef ecosystems for strong AO3 credit. This candidate has 
evidence of analysis having a brief but valid conclusion at the end, but 
uses language like 'very harmful' in their answer.
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This is an example of a Level 3 – 8 mark response.

This candidate uses the Figure throughout their answer gaining good 
AO4 credit and explains the impact several threats will have on the 
coral reef ecosystem, as well as giving a judgement at the beginning of 
their response and using language such as: 'great impact' within their 
writing to gain high level AO3 credit.

36International GCSE Geography 4GE1 01



Question 3 (b)(ii)

Most candidates were able to score a mark on this question being able to state a factor that 
can affect tropical storm formation.

This response states an impact rather than a factor in formation.

0 marks

A correct factor stated.

1 mark

Sea temperature or just temperature on its own was enough to award 
1 mark.
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Question 3 (c)

For this question, candidates were required to identify a correct long-term impact of a 
tropical cyclone (AO1) and explain a consequence of this (AO2).

Candidates were awarded for long-term impacts plausible in both developing/emerging and 
developed countries.

Most candidates were clear on the idea of long term impacts and the consequence of these, 
achieving full marks for this question.

Spreading disease (1) causing deaths over a long time (1).

2 marks

Damage to buildings (1) so people are forced to find new homes (1).

2 marks
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Question 3 (d)

This question required candidates to use Figure 3a, which showed information about Mount 
Etna’s eruptions and settlement distribution, to explain two reasons why people continue to 
live in areas at risk from volcanoes.

The credit for this type of 'explain' question comes from correctly identifying a possible 
reason from the information given in the resource (AO3) and then developing this to explain 
why people live in the area (AO2).

The type of settlements were not made explicit in the resource and therefore any plausible 
activity that could be carried out in a settlement was awarded. The most frequent reasons 
given by candidates were linked to agriculture and tourism.

A few candidates gave the reasons lack of education and eruptions do not happen often. 
These were not credited as neither can be reasonably inferred from the resource as Italy is a 
developed country and the resource states ‘it’s Europe’s most active volcano’, therefore 
suggesting people will be aware of the risk.
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This response has two clearly developed reasons for 4 marks.

Volcanic ash as fertiliser which increases crop yields for farmers – 2 
marks.

Tourists like to visit volcanoes (1) which generates money for the 
economy (1) – 2 marks
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This response has two creditable reasons linked to fertile land being 
good for farming in the first reason and people not being able to 
afford to move and so they have to live with the risk in the second 
reason.

4 marks
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This response was awarded 2 marks for the first reason linking to 
fertile land. However, the second reason given is not plausible from 
the resource provided and so is not worth credit.

This answer was awarded 2 marks overall.
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Question 3 (e)

For this question, candidates were required to identify a correct building design strategy and 
explain why this helps to prepare for earthquakes. In this question, candidates are required 
to focus on one idea and develop it in detail to access the 3 marks available.

The majority of candidates achieved full marks clearly explaining the influence of one 
building design strategy on preparation. However, some candidates explained how building 
design helps to prepare residents for an earthquake without suggesting a specific building 
design method which limited their answer. A few candidates focused on preparation 
strategies not related to building design, for example having supplies of food/water, which 
did not meet the requirements of the question.

This response clearly explains one strategy fully: rolling weights on the 
top of buildings (1) which counteract the seismic waves (1) preventing 
the building from collapsing (1).

3 marks
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This is another example of a candidate fully explaining one strategy to 
gain 3 marks.
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Question 3 (f)

The majority of candidates correctly identified a potential short-term impact of a tropical 
cyclone.

However, a few candidates misinterpreted the hazard shown in the resource for a volcanic 
eruption and gave impacts linked to ash clouds which were not credited. A few candidates 
gave types of weather hazard linked to tropical cyclones e.g. strong winds/heavy rain rather 
than the actual short-term impacts these hazards create.

Correct potential short-term impact

1 mark

This is an example of a hazard caused by a tropical cyclone, not the 
impact of the hazard.

0 marks
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Correct potential short-term impact.

1 mark
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Question 3 (g)

This question required candidates to explain how volcanoes are formed at a destructive plate 
boundary.

Generally, the majority of candidates were able to score some marks on this question. 
Candidates who scored 3 or 4 marks tended to use more specific geographical terminology 
and were able to explain a sequence of events. However, some candidates confused the type 
of plate boundary, writing about a constructive plate boundary instead which was not 
credited.

A number of candidates supported their written responses with diagrams which often 
showed the direction of plate movement which was useful as this was often missed at the 
start of a lot of written answers meaning a number of candidates achieving 3 rather than 4 
marks.

47 International GCSE Geography 4GE1 01



This response explains the full sequence to explain how volcanoes 
form at a destructive plate boundary.

4 marks

This candidate has written about a constructive/divergent plate 
boundary and therefore was not awarded marks.
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Question 3 (h)

In these 8-mark extended writing questions, candidates are required to blend their use of the 
resource (AO4) with their own knowledge and understanding of the issue presented (AO3). 
Therefore they are not case study questions, rather they require the candidates to apply their 
geographical understanding to the context shown in the resource.

In this instance, candidates were required to analyse the hazard risk from the predicted 
distribution of tropical cyclones shown in the resource. A number of candidates focused 
solely on the preparation measure shown in the table in the figure which limited their answer 
as the idea of risk was not really analysed, rather the effectiveness of preparation strategies 
which meant their argument lacked balance. While analysing the hazard risk for the areas 
shown in the figure, candidates mainly focused on population density, economic 
development and preparedness of countries/cities and the intensity of tropical storms. Few 
candidates focused on the idea that vulnerability of areas are differing depending on the 
season and geographical location. Candidates were familiar with the geographical terms such 
as: Saffir Simpson Scale, storm surge, Coriolis force and vulnerability.

The command word ‘analyse’ needs to be addressed to achieve full marks and many 
candidates found this challenging as there was often minimal judgement demonstrated in 
candidate responses.
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This response, although not perfect, is enough to gain Level 3 – 8 
marks.

The candidate uses several pieces of information from the resource to 
gain strong AO4 credit and is able to explain how this may increase or 
decrease the risks. This response makes reference to level of 
development, population density, strength of hazard, time of year and 
preparation to show range and balance in their AO3, as well as 
including judgement in their argument to state which country is at 
most risk.
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This response is also Level 3 – 8 marks.

The candidate works through a range of factors (intensity, population 
density, preparation strategies) to gain strong AO4 credit and explains 
how they increase or decrease risk. This candidate makes their 
judgement on which factor increases hazard risk most as opposed to 
deciding which location is at most risk, but this is still clear AO3 
analysis.
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This is a Level 1 – 2 mark response.

There is basic reference to the resource to gain an AO4 mark and very 
basic AO3 credit – 'this means more people are in danger' and 
'countries should begin to teach people what to do' – to gain an AO3 
mark.
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This is a fairly descriptive response with stronger AO4 credit than AO3 
credit.

This demonstrates a Level 2 – 5 mark response.

The candidate works through the times of year different areas are 
most at risk and uses population and preparation strategies 
mentioned in the figure. The AO3 is weaker with some basic ideas – 
'this could be when people have holidays' – with some basic 
judgement about the effectiveness of different preparation strategies 
used in Hong Kong and Manila.
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Question 4 (a)(ii)

Please note that the comments made on Q04 also apply to Q05 and Q06 as the questions are 
in parallel and the resources very similar.

Section B had reduced number of marks in this series and, as a result, fewer questions. There 
were only questions with unfamiliar fieldwork contexts. There was information provided on 
the fieldwork context in the exam paper and additional resources in the resource booklet 
which candidates were required to use.

For this question, candidates needed to name a piece of equipment that would be plausible 
for the investigation described in the exam paper. There was no credit awarded for basic 
stationery ‘pen/pencil or paper’ as the candidates needed to name equipment specific to a 
geographical enquiry. Ruler was credited in Q04, Q05, and Q06, as it is specific to measuring 
pebbles or amount of rainfall.

This question was answered well and most candidates were awarded the mark.

Correct piece of equipment.

1 mark
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Question 4 (b)(i)

Q04(b)(i), Q05(b)(i) and Q06(b)(i) were the same across each option. This question was 
answered quite well with many candidates gaining 2 marks. Where candidates scored only 1 
mark, it was due to them not writing the final answer to one decimal place.

1 mark – answer not rounded to 1 decimal place.
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The candidate has not used the correct figures or number of figures 
required to work out the mean and has not reached the correct 
answer.

0 marks
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Correct working and answer to 1 decimal place.

2 marks
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Question 4 (b)(ii)

Q04(b)(ii), Q05(b)(ii) and Q06(b)(ii) were the same across each option. This question was 
answered well with the vast majority of candidates able to identify a sampling strategy.

Correct sampling strategy.

1 mark

Correct sampling strategy.

1 mark
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Question 4 (b)(iii)

Q04(b)(iii), Q05(b)(iii) and Q06(b)(iii) were the same across each option. Most candidates were 
able to identify the large range shown in the resource and suggest a reason for this occurring 
which was either specific to the investigation described or, more generically, linking to the 
idea of human error or an anomaly.

This response gives enough detail to credit the idea of a large range (1) 
which is explained by the velocity being affected by an 
obstacle/vegetation (1) as an enquiry specific reason for the error.

2 marks
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This was a more typical response seen across Q04, Q05 and Q06

This response gives the idea of a large range – 'there's a huge 
difference' (1) – so they are anomalies (1).

2 marks
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Question 4 (c)(i)

Q04(c)(i), Q05(c)(i) and Q06(c)(i) were the same across each option.

Candidates were awarded one mark for one correctly plotted data point and the second 
mark for plotting both data points correctly and connecting the plots with a line. Two correct 
plots without a line connecting them were limited to one mark. The vast majority of 
candidates were awarded the full two marks for this question.

2 marks – correctly plotted points, connected with a line.
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1 mark – two correct data plots, but correctly drawn line.
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Question 4 (c)(ii)

Q04(c)(ii), Q05(c)(ii) and Q06(c)(ii) were the same across each option. The candidates were 
required to explain one advantage of using a line graph to present results.

In this question, candidates are required to focus on one idea and develop it in detail to 
access the 3 marks available. A number of candidates described what the graph showed 
rather than explaining its usefulness. Candidates also struggled to develop one idea often 
giving three different advantages or giving the same advantage expressed in three different 
ways, often linked to how it was easy to visualise a pattern. The best responses were able to 
explain how line graphs show trends and anomalies which helps to confirm hypothesis.

One advantage explained fully to gain all 3 marks – 'trends, anomalies, 
makes it easy to analyse and evaluate'.
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3 marks – one well explained advantage – 'clear and easy to read, 
allowing trends and anomalies to be identified'.
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Question 5 (a)(ii)

For this question, candidates needed to name a piece of equipment that would be plausible 
for the investigation described in the exam paper. There was no credit awarded for basic 
stationery ‘pen/pencil or paper’ as the candidates needed to name equipment specific to a 
geographical enquiry. Ruler was credited in Q04, Q05, and Q06, as it is specific to measuring 
pebbles or amount of rainfall.

This question was answered well and most candidates were awarded the mark.

Correct piece of equipment for measuring pebbles.

1 mark

Correct piece of equipment for measuring beach gradient.

1 mark
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Question 5 (b)(i)

Q04(b)(i), Q05(b)(i) and Q06(b)(i) were the same across each option. This question was 
answered quite well with many candidates gaining 2 marks. Where candidates scored only  
1 mark, it was due to them not writing the final answer to one decimal place.

Correct working, but answer not shown to 1 decimal place.

1 mark
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Correct working and answer to 1 decimal place.

2 marks
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Question 5 (b)(ii)

Q04(b)(ii), Q05(b)(ii) and Q06(b)(ii) were the same across each option.

This question was answered well with the vast majority of candidates able to identify a 
sampling strategy.

Correct sampling strategy.

1 mark

 
Question 5 (b)(iii)

Q04(b)(iii), Q05(b)(iii) and Q06(b)(iii) were the same across each option. Most candidates were 
able to identify the large range shown in the resource and suggest a reason for this occurring 
either specific to the investigation described or, more generically, linking to the idea of 
human error or an anomaly.
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Question 5 (c)(i)

Q04(c)(i), Q05(c)(i) and Q06(c)(i) were the same across each option.

Candidates were awarded one mark for one correctly plotted data point and the second 
mark for plotting both data points correctly and connecting the plots with a line. Two correct 
plots without a line connecting them were limited to one mark. The vast majority of 
candidates were awarded the full two marks for this question.

Correctly plotted points, connected with a line.

2 marks
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Question 5 (c)(ii)

Q04(c)(ii), Q05(c)(ii) and Q06(c)(ii) were the same across each option. The candidates were 
required to explain one advantage of using a line graph to present results.

In this question, candidates are required to focus on one idea and develop it in detail to 
access the 3 marks available. A number of candidates described what the graph showed 
rather than explaining its usefulness. Candidates also struggled to develop one idea often 
giving three different advantages or giving the same advantage expressed in three different 
ways, often linked to how it was easy to visualise a pattern. The best responses were able to 
explain how line graphs show trends and anomalies which helps to confirm hypothesis.
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Question 6 (a)(ii)

For this question, candidates needed to name a piece of equipment that would be plausible 
for the investigation described in the exam paper. There was no credit awarded for basic 
stationery ‘pen/pencil or paper’ as the candidates needed to name equipment specific to a 
geographical enquiry. Ruler was credited in Q04, Q05, and Q06, as it is specific to measuring 
pebbles or amount of rainfall.

This question was answered well and most candidates were awarded the mark.

Correct piece of equipment for measuring temperature.

1 mark

Not specific to the geographical enquiry described.

0 marks
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Question 6 (b)(i)

Q04(b)(i), Q05(b)(i) and Q06(b)(i) were the same across each option. This question was 
answered quite well with many candidates gaining 2 marks. Where candidates scored only 1 
mark, it was due to them not writing the final answer to one decimal place.

Correct working and answer to 1 decimal place.

2 marks
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Correct working, but answer not shown to 1 decimal place.

1 mark
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Question 6 (b)(ii)

Q04(b)(ii), Q05(b)(ii) and Q06(b)(ii) were the same across each option. This question was 
answered well with the vast majority of candidates able to identify a sampling strategy.

Not a sampling strategy.

0 marks

Correct sampling strategy.

1 mark

 
Question 6 (b)(iii)

Q04(b)(iii), Q05(b)(iii) and Q06(b)(iii) were the same across each option. Most candidates were 
able to identify the large range shown in the resource and suggest a reason for this occurring 
either specific to the investigation described or, more generically, linking to the idea of 
human error or an anomaly.
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Question 6 (c)(i)

Q04(c)(i), Q05(c)(i) and Q06(c)(i) were the same across each option. Candidates were awarded 
one mark for one correctly plotted data point and the second mark for plotting both data 
points correctly and connecting the plots with a line. Two correct plots without a line 
connecting them were limited to one mark. The vast majority of candidates were awarded 
the full two marks for this question.

Two correctly plotted data points, but not correctly connected by a line.

1 mark
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Correctly plotted points, connected with a line.

2 marks
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Question 6 (c)(ii)

Q04(c)(ii), Q05(c)(ii) and Q06(c)(ii) were the same across each option. The candidates were 
required to explain one advantage of using a line graph to present results.

In this question candidates are required to focus on one idea and develop it in detail to 
access the 3 marks available. A number of candidates described what the graph showed 
rather than explaining its usefulness. Candidates also struggled to develop one idea often 
giving three different advantages or giving the same advantage expressed in three different 
ways, often linked to how it was easy to visualise a pattern. The best responses were able to 
explain how line graphs show trends and anomalies which helps to confirm hypothesis.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice: 

When answering the 8-mark longer response questions, candidates need to be clear on 
the demands of the command word ‘analyse’. This requires candidates to investigate an 
issue by breaking it down into different components and making logical, evidence-based 
connections between these components.
Candidates need to recognise that the longer response 8-mark question is dominated by 
the AO distribution (4 marks for AO3 and 4 marks for AO4). Therefore, responses that are 
unbalanced or focus on one AO will be limited to a Level 1 response.
In questions where candidates are asked to develop a single reason, it is important to 
ensure that the appropriate number of links in the explanatory chain are developed. The 
number of marks should be used as a guide. These questions usually have the command 
word, ‘suggest’ or ‘explain', but may differ in depth depending on the expectation of the 
question. For example, a 4-mark, ‘explain one reason why...’ question requires greater 
depth than a 4-mark, ‘explain two reasons for...’ question.
Candidates need to ensure they follow requirements for calculation questions accurately, 
particularly where they are asked to round an answer to one decimal place.
It is important that candidates are aware of the difference between reliability and accuracy 
in the context of a geographical enquiry.
Candidates need to be familiar with the advantages and disadvantages of using different 
data presentation techniques.

Some candidates do not follow the instructions on the front of the exam paper and attempt 
to answer all questions which often results in the candidate running out of time. It would be 
useful to spend time with candidates, using the SAMs materials to ensure they are familiar 
with the structure of the paper to avoid rubric infringements.

83 International GCSE Geography 4GE1 01



Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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